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Presentation Notes
Detroit booming, from 466,000 people in 1910  to 994,000 in 1920 and 1,569,000 in 1930

Ford reaching over 500,000 vehicles in 1916




Palmer Woods - A Place of Beauty

In 1893 Senator Thomas Palmer donated 188 acres of land south of 7 Mile
to the city for “the good of everybody.” This would become Palmer Park.

Senator Palmer passed away in 1913. In 1915, a northern plat of land was
given from his estate to his family
The land was immediately sold to Charles Burton for development in
191

©3  Burton has developed over 20 communities in Southeast Michigan

Palmer Woods Company was founded in April, 1915 to form a
neighborhood marketed as an oasis, free from the grime of the city

™R

Sen. Thomas Palmer
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Greenfield is a former civil township of Wayne County, Michigan; it was created from a portion of neighboring Springwells Township in 1833. Greenfield eventually encompassed the survey township T1S R11E. By 1875, a series of annexations to Detroit andHighland Park had begun; by 1926, the township of Greenfield had ceased to exist.


Palmer Woods - A Place of Beauty

| Palmer

" Woods
& Burton hired Ossian Simonds from Grand Rapids as the landscape architect
©3 President of American Landscape Architects

3 Several works all over the country, many of which are on the National
Register of Historic Places items

3 Simonds laid out Palmer Woods' streets as curving avenues, a break in
the rigid gridiron tradition of Detroit. Building lots are irregular in
shape, as a result of Simonds work the lots in Palmer Woods are
individual without any duplications, but as a whole the area is
beautifully harmonious

©3  From the Palmer Woods advertisement: “The landscape treatment Ossian Simonds
personally planned by the famous landscape architect Simmonds,
retains all the natural beauty of the place and ads the charm of
winding drives, wooded vistas, and artistically grouped shrubbery”
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Palmer Woods -

A Place of Beauty

First subdivision

latted in
ichigan
Large Lots - all
over 75 feet
wide
Layed out for

Erlvacy and
eauty

Restrictions on
buildin
materials,
arages, setback
ines, grade of
the land, fences

20\ PALMER WOODS

DETROIT ~ MICHIGAN
SCALE OF TELT

PP S Y T A

HERE we see the master plan of Palmer Woods. This [ina residential communily

_of single homes was built on farmland originally owned by the late Senator
" Thomas W. Palmar and members of his [amily.

Palmer Woods was laid out in 1915 by O. C. Simons of Chicago, famous
Iandscape architects, liks o great couniry eslale, with winding drives, wooded
vislas, a profusion of shrubs and flowers, And so it remains today — a communily’
of fine homes and good peopla. The purposs of the Palmer Woods Association
and all its home-owner mambers is to keep our communily as*it has been fﬂ"
naur‘y }lﬂ!’ a century.

Eternal ‘," by our iation is the best guarantes that Palmor Woeds
will forever be a fine community.
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Architects &rchitecture

P

& Tudor Revival is the most prevalent residential style found in Palmer Woods.

&R Derived from English Medieval and early Renaissance architecture of the
Elizabethan (1558-1603) and the Jacobean (1603-1625) periods.

R Tudor Revival

R G RIGHG

One of the most common residential styles found in Detroit from the 1890s to 1940s
Stressed structural integrity, quality materials, and fine craftsmanship

Characterized by medieval design elements such as battlements, twisted chimney
stacks, half-timbering, heraldic stained glass, Tudor arches, and leaded windows

Roofs are §enerally of slate of random widths and a full range of colors including
purple, red, and unfading green

Features include classical moldings and Doric columns

The floor plans are irregular and the interior spaces are freely adapted to meet the
requirements of modern living



Architects & rchitecture

|
Palmer
"Woods

R The Palmer Woods Historic District Includes 297
structures

R 202 constructed between 1915 and 1940
R 95 constructed after 1940

&R Those post 1940 structures do not detract from the
character of the district. They maintain the setback,
scale, materials and quality of workmanship so
characteristic of the district while enhancing the
neighborhood with diverse architecture



Architects & rchitecture

R Richard Marr

R Born in Detroit in 1886; Marr attended Harvard and received a degree in architecture in 1911. After

practicing for two years in Boston, Marr returned to Detroit, where he specialized in designing homes and
apartment houses in Detroit and its suburbs.

1771 Balmoral Drive
The Alfred Fisher House, 1925

Tudor Revival Style of red brick laid in English bond.
Limestone quoins, window surrounds, and apex stones
contrast with the red brick.

19221 Strathcona
The Harvey Stowe & Mabel Durand, 1921

Greek Revival provides perfectly symmetrical
presentation framed by stone quoins, a monumental
gabled portico with elaborate dentils, half fan light in the
tympanum and supported by columns and pilasters in
the Ionic order.



Architects & Architecture

R Richard Marr

1530 Wellesley
The I.H. Nie House, 1923

Mediterranean style villa boosting a lovely conservatory that
enhances its unique appearance. Endless landscaping with
fountain statue, brick walled yard and limestone patios in the
rear.

19386 Cumberland
The Daniel and Mabel Fisher House, 1927

This 8,000 square foot English Tudor is a massive structure
completed in red brick, limestone, and flat-sawn timber, with
an architectural-slate roof. The Fishers had sent Marr to
London for a month to replicate the ubiquitous Tudor style.



Architects & rchitecture

R Clarence Day

&R Born in Detroit in 1886; Day opened his own firm in 1915 and eventually merged with Alvin Harley and

Harold Ellington. Day was known as the “Designer of Town and Country Homes” and designed 10 homes in
Palmer Woods.

19366 Cumberland
The K.T. Keller House, 1926

This home is a fabulous stucco and timber Elizabethan design.
Carved limestone provides an arched entry way and a massive
bay window with leaded glass windows.

1411 Wellesley
The Peter Martin House, 1924

This magnificent Tudor includes a Pewabic tiled vestibule
leading to a receiving area with oak floors and walls, hand cast
ceiling with medallion motif, roped crown moldings and a
sweeping staircase ascending to the second level. The varieties of
woods on the first floor alone include oak, pecan, walnut, and
mahogany.



Architects & Architecture

xR W. C. Morris

1565 Balmoral

1926

This home exemplifies the excellence and finest traditions of
the Tudor Revival period. The traditional Tudor arch is
evident above the front entrance and in the curved archway
framing the veranda adjacent to the living room. Diamond
shaped leaded-glass windows abound across the vast
expanse of the home. Capped by a multi-color slate roof, this
magnificent 8,500 square foot structure uses a stucco exterior
trimmed with ornamental brick trim in geometric and
irregular patterns.

19500 Cumberland
The William Mercer House ,1928

Finely detailed Tudor Revival home characterized by
attention to quality materials and craftsmanship. The facade
utilized a sophisticated play of surface textures and patterns

and is dominated by a central gable, which contains the
entranceway. The central gable combines red brick executed
in diaper work, limestone, and polychromatic tiles.



Architects & rchitecture

R Alvin E. Harley R Albert Kahn

R Bornin Canada in 1884; Harley was an apprentice &R Bormin Germany in 1869; Kahn revolutionized the
of Albert Kahn before opening his practice and manufacturing industry with his reinforced
eventually working with Marr, Ellington and Day. concrete designs allowing large scale flexible

assembly lines.

1525 Wellesley 1611 Lincolnshire
1924 The Moritz Kahn House, 1935
This two story stucco and tile Spanish Colonial has lots of This classic Georgian Colonial has many features that
distinctive detail, including an abundance of ornamental are characteristic of Kahn's early 20t Century Georgian
wrought iron, an unusual in-set balcony, columns and colonials; elaborate wood crown moldings and his
arches, all which serve to accentuate its Spanish motif. signature plaster relief crown of grapes, vines, and

scroll in the formal dining room.



Architects & Architecture

R Minoru Yamasaki

R Born in Seattle in 1912; Yamasaki was widely
admired for his interior and exterior design to
convey feelings of serenity and delight. Best
known for his design of the World Trade Center.

i

The Brooks Barron Residence, 1953

This luxurious urban house had the personality, privacy, and
gracious elegance of a suburban or country residence. By
means of geometric patterns, rich materials, and visual
surprises, Yamasaki masterfully balanced the mysteriousness
of their radical design with a covered walkway that leads to a
half-shadowed, half-open reflecting pool.

R Frank Lloyd Wright

R Born in Wisconsin in 1867; Wright believed in

designing structures that were in harmony with
humanity and its environment, a philosophy he
called organic architecture.

I TR e G %
Ly i S

i

2760 West Seven Mile Road

The Turkel- Bendow House, 1956

Wright’s Usonian houses often are “L” shaped in plan, as
this one is, and the open side of the “L” faces the large open
area southeast of the house. At the southern end, a large
two-story living room terminates the longer arm of the “L”.
The natural gray color of the concrete is used to cast the
modular elements; much of the detail is created through the
repetition of forms natural to the use of cast elements.



People

Charles W. Burton- developer of Palmer Woods (1700 Lincolnshire, then 19440
Afton)

John Ballantyne- financial advisor to the Dodge brothers, President of Detroit
Bankers Co. (1570 Balmoral)

Alfred Fisher- Chief Engineer of Fisher Body and GM, 2nd youngest brother, wife
Alma (1771 Balmoral)

William A. Fisher- President of Fisher Body, VP GM (Richard Marr home
destroyed by fire)
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The Fisher brothers
together in 1922. From
left: Edward F., Alfred J.,
William A., Charles
Thomas, Frederick John
and Lawrence (Larry)
Peter.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fisher Body's beginnings trace back to a horse-drawn carriage shop in Norwalk, Ohio, in the late 1800s. Lawrence P. Fisher (December 14, 1852 in Peru, Ohio – March 21, 1921, Norwalk, Ohio) and his wife Margaret Theisen (January 8, 1857 in Baden, Germany – October 13, 1936 in Detroit, Michigan) had a large family of eleven children; seven were sons who would become part of the Fisher Body Company in Detroit. Lawrence and Margaret were married in Sandusky, Ohio, on May 11, 1876. Margaret Theisen Fisher resided at 101 Longfellow St., Detroit after her husband died.
The Fisher brothers were:
Frederick John (January 2, 1878 – July 14, 1941) - 54 Arden Park, Detroit
Charles Thomas (February 16, 1880 – August 8, 1963) - 670 W. Boston Blvd., Detroit
William Andrew (September 21, 1886 – December 1969) - 111 Edison Ave., Detroit
Lawrence Peter (October 19, 1888 in Norwalk, Ohio – September 3, 1961 in Detroit, Michigan) - 383 Lenox St., Detroit
Edward F. (February 23, 1891 – January 17, 1972) - 892 W. Boston Blvd., Detroit
Alfred J. (December 7, 1892 – October 9, 1963) - 1556 Chicago Blvd, Detroit.
Howard A. (March 10, 1902 – April 13, 1942)


In 1904 and 1905, the two eldest brothers, Fred and Charles, came to Detroit where their uncle Albert Fisher had established Standard Wagon Works during the latter part of the 1880s. The brothers found work at the C. R. Wilson Company, a manufacturer of horse-drawn carriage bodies that was beginning to make bodies for the automobile manufacturers. With financing from their uncle, on July 22, 1908 Fred and Charles Fisher established the Fisher Body Company. Their uncle soon wanted out and the brothers obtained the needed funds from Detroit businessman Louis Mendelssohn who became a shareholder and director. Within a short period of time, Charles and Fred Fisher brought their five younger brothers into the business.
Prior to forming the company, Fred Fisher had built the body of the Cadillac Osceola at the C. R. Wilson Company. Starting in 1910, Fisher became the supplier of all closed bodies for Cadillac, and also built for Buick.
In the early years of the company, the Fisher Brothers had to develop new body designs because the "horseless carriage" bodies did not have the strength to withstand the vibration of the new motorcars. By 1913, the Fisher Body Company had the capacity to produce 100,000 cars per year and customers included: Ford, Krit, Chalmers, Cadillac, and Studebaker. Highly successful, they expanded into Canada, setting up a plant in Walkerville, Ontario, and by 1914 their operations had grown to become the world's largest manufacturer of auto bodies. One reason for their success was the development of interchangeable wooden body parts that did not require hand-fitting, as was the case in the construction of carriages. This required the design of new precision woodworking tools.
The Fisher Body and Buick Chassis were built in Saint John New Brunswick Canada in the 1920s.
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: dward Jeffries

Bishop Michael J. Gallagher- (1880 Wellesley)
Frank Gorman- Gorman Thomas Insurance Co. (1477 Balmoral)

Frank Isbey- President of Detroit Fruit Auction (19475 Argyle
Crescent)

Edward Jeffries- Mayor of Detroit 1940-47 (19241 Afton) d \

William S. Knudsen- Ford, President of GM 1937-40 and \
%5 ointed by FDR to head War Mobilization Board during \ - .,\
(1501 Balmoral) . 3:\1

I Elos raonetthan 100 crEriestinn Bine magazine alone \

Marvin E. Coyle- succeeded Knudson as President of Chevrolet :
19391 Suffoﬂz, Bishop Gallagher

{Nilli:am Knudsen
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Presentation Notes
Michael James Gallagher (November 16, 1866 in Auburn, Michigan – January 20, 1937) was the Roman Catholic bishop of the Diocese of Detroit from 1918 to 1937. He was ordained a priest for the diocese of Grand Rapids, Michigan on March 19, 1893. On July 5, 1915, he was appointed titular archbishop of Tipasa in Mauritania. On December 26, 1916, he was appointed bishop of Grand Rapids, Michigan. On July 18, 1918, Gallagher was appointed bishop of Detroit, where he served until his death in 1937.[1]
The Fisher Brothers of the firm Fisher Body in Detroit commissioned the Boston firm of McGinnis and Walsh, specialists in ecclesiastical architecture, to design a residence for Bishop Gallagher.[2][3] Upon completion, the Fishers gave the mansion to Bishop Michael Gallagher, of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit, the 39,000-square-foot (3,600 m2) home is the largest within the city of Detroit.[2]
The two-story brick residence, a large central structure flanked by diagonal wings.[2] Religious themes are included throughout the house, both on the exterior and the interior.[2] On the exterior, medallions, shields and crests are set into the brickwork, and a copper statue of the archangel St. Michael defeating Satan is prominent.[2] The interior is finished with oak, stone and masonry. The house had, at one time, the largest collection of Pewabic glazed pottery tile in Michigan.[2]
Bishop Gallagher lived in this home until his death in 1937, subsequent archbishops of Detroit Edward Mooney and John Francis Dearden also lived in the home

Frank Isbey – was possibly going to run for mayor, backed by the governor

Edward Jeffries mayor during the race riots

Knudsen - In January 1942, Knudsen was commissioned a Lieutenant General in the U.S. Army, the only civilian ever to join the Army at such a high initial rank.[7] and appointed as Director of Production, Office of the Under Secretary of War. In this capacity, he worked as a consultant and a troubleshooter for the War Department.
In both of these positions, Knudsen used his extensive experience in manufacturing and industry respect to facilitate the largest production job in history. In response to the demand for war material, production of machine tools tripled. Total aircraft produced for the US military in 1939 was less than 3,000 planes. By the end of the war, America produced over 300,000 planes. Production of both cargo and Navy ships also increased astronomically. Knudsen's influence not only smoothed government procurement procedures, but also led companies that had never produced military hardware to enter the market. America outproduced its enemies. As Knudsen said, "We won because we smothered the enemy in an avalanche of production, the like of which he had never seen, nor dreamed possible."[8][9][10]
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K.T. Keller- Pres. Chrysler 1935-49 (19366 Cumberland)

Meyer L. Prentis- Treasurer of GM, Established WSU School of Business (1905
Balmoral)

Edward M. Plunkett- Real Estate Representative SS Kresge
Carl B. Tuttle- Treasurer, SS Kresge (1441 Strathcona)
Daniel C. Fisher- Director of SS Kresge (19386 Cumberland)
Charles B. Van Dusen- President/ Gen. Mgr. SS Kresge (1830 Balmoral)
Percy Evans- VP of Store Operations at SS Kresge (1541 Balmoral)

K.T. Keller Meyer Prentis Charles Van
Dusen


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Keller -  Held Chrysler sales stable, but was losing the battle in design. Chairman K.T. Keller knew that his company's strength came from its engineering reputation, but he also believed the public would always demand a car with a roofline tall enough that customers could drive in dignity wearing their hats. Keller didn't mind that GM was becoming the styling leader because he thought GM favored style over substance. He demanded that Chrysler models be known for value even if they didn't turn people's heads.

At that time the country's guided missile program was in shambles. Competing egos from different military branches were vying for research dollars. The German rocket scientists who had migrated to the U.S. after the war lacked a reliable engineering-and-production group to put their theories into practice. Once the Soviet Union had the bomb, North Korean troops had crossed the 38th Parallel, and the Cold War was fully engaged, Truman badly needed someone to pull competing fiefdoms together and help get the U.S. missile programs on track within a reasonable budget. That day, Keller accepted the President's call.
He took with him some of Chrysler's best engineers


S. S. Kresge Company, one of the 20th century's largest retail organizations. The company was renamed the Kmart Corporation in 1977, and evolved into today's Sears Holdings Corporation, parent of Kmart and Sears.











The John A. Kunsky House

1630 Wellesley
Architect: C. Howard Crane
1924



The John A. Kunsky House

| Palmer
Woods

R Cottage Style home designed by famed theater
designer C. Howard Crane for Detroit theater
and radio entrepreneur John Kunsky

R Kunsky opened Detroit’s first nickelodean in
1905

R 1917 Kunsky began working with Crane on the
Madison Theater

C. Howard Crane



The John A. Kunsky House
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Madison Theater

State Theater


The John A. Kunsky House
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Capitol Theater, now the detroit opera house
Michigan Theater
Fox Theater


The John A. Kunsky House

Ridges of the roof flare up in
the manner of a Cotwold
cottage. The steeply pitched
roof composed of thick,
random slices of lavender,
blue, and rust slate tiles.

Carport with soaring
beamed ceiling and steeply
pitched slate roof. Carriage
lanterns set in inside the
walls. Lovely stuccoed front
with radiating sunburst
pattern.
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1929 Lincoln
 
1940 Lincoln


The John A. Kunsky House
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jacobean style�The Latin name for James is Jacobus. The English style in vogue beginning with James I's reign is referred to as "Jacobean," as opposed to "Jamesian."
Jacobean style is English Early Renaissance architecture and decoration. It formed a transition between the Elizabethan (Tudor) and the pure Renaissance style later introduced by Inigo Jones.
Jacobean style furniture�The period represents the growth of foreign influence and the passing of the oak styles.
Under James I and Charles I, the Renaissance continued to submerge the Tudor Gothic styles. The straightforward structure and simple outlines persist, but furniture grows smaller, lighter, less ornamented, , with ornament changing from Early Renaissance types to Baroque.



The John A. Kunsky House




The John A. Kunsky House

R Handsome hand-
carved rosewood
paneling



The John A. Kunsky House
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